THE   LIFE   OF   JAMES   RAMSAY   MACDONALD

critics, our independence, as we have always maintained,
is a sham. MacDonald, who dominates both the I.L.P.
Parliamentary Committee and the Labour Executive,
will not risk a by-election in Leicester, because it would
expose to the world Labour's subservience in his own
constituency; did not the I.L.P. National Administrative
Council, of which MacDonald is not a member, actually
approve the demand for a contest? Battle was soon
joined in the columns of the Labour Leader^ and it illu-
mined the whole case for and against what may perhaps
be called MacDonaldism. So consistent indeed was
MacDonald's career to be that, mutatis mutandis, the same
arguments, both for and against, might have been
employed at any time in the next twenty years, and the
tussles with the Clydeside group in 1924 or 1929 would
be but an echo of the controversy of 1913. Snowden, at
this time temporarily hot for thoroughgoing, class-con-
scious independence-and-daron-the-consequences, wrote
bluntly that

if the Labour Party Executive had endorsed a second Labour
candidate for Leicester, it would have jeopardised the seats
of four-fifths of the present Labour Members. It is no use
putting forward every reason except the true one. The
present Labour representation in ParHament is there mainly
by the good-will of the liberals, and it will disappear when
that goodwill is turned into active resentment.1

Branches then conducting a special propaganda campaign,
to commemorate the coming of age of the I.L.P., wrote
that their enthusiasm could not survive this fresh
humiliation. Dr. Salter announced that Bermondsey
would send no affiliation fees to the Head Office that
month. But MacDonald proceeded to defend both the
abstention at Leicester, and, on a wider front, the whole

^Labour Leader, June aSth, 1913.
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